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Reading I Is 60:1-6 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13. 

Reading II Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 

Gospel Mt 2:1-12 

  

Brothers and Sisters, 

Today, we celebrate the Epiphany of the Lord – the arrival of the Magi with their gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh, which happens twelve days after Christmas.  This year, that twelfth day 
occurred on January 6th, which is normally a Holy Day of Obligation but was transferred to this Sunday, 
January 8th by the US Conference of Catholic Bishops for this year. 

Although many of you have probably already taken down your Christmas tree and other decorations and 
put them away for next year – today is the last day of the Christmas Season and for greeting each other 
with “Merry Christmas!” 

I imagine that feeling of peace and joy on Christmas morning has long disappeared and that you have 
already fallen back into the previous work or school routine that you had, with the accompanying 
worries and concerns about the start of a new calendar year. 

The events of Jesus’s birth, as reflected in the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary, ends with “Finding Jesus in 
the Temple.”  Then we hear nothing about his life again until his Baptism. 

You might say there has been a great build up, as our first reading points out from Isaiah, towards the 
fulfillment of God’s promise to send us a savior and redeemer.  The God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Moses and King David has taken several thousands of years to fulfill that promise. 

Some believe that since Jesus is now with us that we are saved, yet that discounts both his humanity 
and his free will.  Yes, he is divine, as he is consubstantial with the Father, but it is his humanity through 
his mother, Mary, that makes it possible for him to truly share in our humanity and to truly glorify our 
humanity. 

Jesus is the light of the world and through Mary’s humanity, each of us, because of Jesus’ divinity, can 
become a light in the world also, so Jesus’s salvation can reach the ends of the world.  

This is not a one-man mission, nor a mission for a small group of men and women, but the mission of 
every baptized man and woman to set the world on fire through every generation till the end of time. 

As our responsorial psalm points out, the adoration of God does not start from the top down but from 
the bottom up. Those in the greatest need are often the first to notice the justice, the mercy, the love, 
and the forgiveness that God offers in abundance – the poor, the imprisoned, the cripple, the blind, the 
elderly, the newborn, the sick, and the dying. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/60?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/72?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ephesians/3?2
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/2?1


And the poor are not just limited to those with financial needs, but includes those with intellectual, 
emotional, and spiritual needs as well. 

None of us can care for all the people throughout the world, but each of us can contribute our time, 
talents and treasure to those that are in our part of the world.  None of us can meet every special need, 
but each of us has something special that we can use to meet the needs of others around us. 

What I have witnessed over time is that patience is truly a God- given virtue – something that often 
seems in short supply.  Like Veruca Salt in “Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory”; we want it and we 
want it now. 

God promised he would send us a savior; he did not promise a quick or easy path to our salvation. 

The Magi in the Gospel have also had a long and difficult journey – just as it has been a long and difficult 
journey from Adam and Eve’s expulsion from the Garden of Eden to Jesus’s first arrival. 

Rather than abandon their quest to find the ‘newborn King of the Jews”, as so many of those while 
waiting for the Messiah had, the Magi have continued searching, even seeking answers from the 
reigning king of the Jews, Herod the Great. 

Yet, Herod is totally beholden to the Roman Emperor Augustus, who has set Herod as king of the 
Jews.  Herod does not have any hereditary claims to the kingship nor is he even of Jewish descent.  

He was purely a political instrument of the Romans to control the Jews.  

Which is why he is unaware of the “Messiah” prophecy. It is also why the “newborn king of the Jews” 
poses a threat to him. 

The Magi are going to be warned in a dream, just as Joseph will be warned in a dream of what a threat 
that Herod the Great is to Jesus. The Magi will then go home by a different route to avoid Herod and 
Joseph will take Mary and the baby Jesus and then they will flee to Egypt to avoid Jesus being killed by 
Herod. 

In many ways, Christmas and Christmas time is about the lighting of a fuse that will result in an explosion 
of light that cuts the seal of Jesus’s tomb in the Garden at his Resurrection.  Jesus’s hidden life is like a 
slow burning fuse that has been hidden out of sight, so evil can’t tamper with it. 

The gifts of the Magi have a symbolic value beyond their actual worth and hints at the real meaning of 
Jesus’s life also. 

Gold, a precious gift and a sign of wealth, was the most appropriate present for a King. It means a 
sovereign's power and authority. 

Frankincense, on the other hand, is the most appropriate offering to the Divinity, because as it burns, it 
not only evaporates in a pleasant fragrance: at the same time, it slowly rises until it disappears on the 
heights, giving the impression that our offerings, when they are true, must ascend to God, keeping 
nothing for themselves. 

Myrrh, however, represents neither royalty nor divine offering, but rather the opposite. It means 
suffering, pain and death: The Cross. 

Myrrh was a very precious commodity in ancient times. Its robust and bitter flavor had multiple uses. 
Regularly, it was used in the ancient world to form an ointment for embalming corpses. 



Gold, incense and myrrh are a trio encompassing the essential characteristics of the Savior, of the 
Messiah, waited for millennia: his Divine Person uniting with his humanity in Himself.  Jesus is the total 
package –  he is the Prophet, the Priest, the King and the Sacrificial Victim., as indivisible as his divinity is 
from his humanity. 

Jesus wanted to teach us that true greatness is born in the presentation of bread and wine to God in the 
Eucharist, through self-sacrifice, and the associated pain and suffering of doing so for the greater good 
and for the glory of God.  In due time, Jesus would offer them at the foot of the true altar: The Cross. 

As we end this Christmas Season, as we celebrate the arrival of the Messiah, let us adore the Child Jesus 
in the arms of His Most Holy Mother, singing with the angels: "Glory in the highest heaven and peace on 
earth to men of goodwill," without forgetting that along with the gold and incense brought by the Magi, 
the bitter myrrh reminds us that "true glory can only be born of pain." - Plinio Corrêa de Oliveira - 
Revista Catolicismo, N° 78 - June 1957 

 

Amen! 

 


